The technique of myelography as outlined is less exacting and complete than that taught in this country, and one knows from experience that without routine supine fluoroscopy many lesions are missed.
From the changing viewpoints of the different authors, one is forced to the conclusion that, though it contains an unusually wide selection of first-class multidisciplinary writing, the book is aimed at that dangerous fellow, the Jack of all trades.
GEORGE DU BOULAY
A New Look at Hospital Case Records by J H Mitchell MD MRCP MinstCsc DobstRCoG pp xvii + 137 40s London: H K Lewis 1969 This is an interesting book which tackles a subject of considerable concern to those organizing the case records of large hospitals. It is clearly written, well laid out, and comprehensive. In reading through the pages, one's frustration at the present system in most hospitals increases rapidly, for the concept is not only idealistic but practical. One can only hope that the Department of Health and Social Security will read this and appreciate its true value, by referring it to the Treasury for increased support. The financial implications of bringing the whole of such a system into universal use would be astronomical, and much of its value would be lost by part introduction. There are, however, several aspects of it which could be adopted with undoubted improvement. Everybody concerned with this subject should read this excellent monographparticularly members of the medical profession who would agree with and support the last paragraph: 'Above all it must be appreciated that medical practice is unlike any other, and is impossible for a layman to fully comprehend. There is no place for interprofessional jealousies and the medical profession must have the say in future policies.' The idea of printing the substance of a series of refresher lectures on chosen problems in any subject as a record of 'Progress' or 'Modern Trends' or 'Recent Advances' has some point, and this collection of lectures delivered to the Association of Clinical Pathologists' course at the London Hospital contains much of interest. Some of them are worth publication, but there are sections that would hardly grace a standard textbooka long but elementary tirade on interpreting knife ¶wounds, a digression on 'exotic diseases' that has no forensic flavour, a section on thanatology described by Professor Gilbert Forbes in another journal as 'confused and confusing', a thin slice of forensic chemistry and an excursion into the history of dental antsthesia. These are not likely to be of any real help to the clinical pathologist to whom the work is presented, and firm editorial pruning would have eliminated most of them. This is an informative review rather than a useful practice manual.
The best contribution comes from Bernard Knight, whose study of the histological techniques that have so improved the diagnosis of myocardial ischemia is scholarly and well presented.
There are also good reviews of standard practices in forensic odontology, of the forensic applications of radiology, and virtual reprints of articles by Cameron on abortion and by Mann on sperm analysis. The book is produced by Churchill as a late second 'Recent Advances' in this subject -the first written in the thirties by Sidney Smith and Glaister being now sadly out of date. The interval has of course, seen two 'Modem Trends' in the same field, and this 'Recent Advances' may be considered complementary to them. The outstanding success of this book is shown by the publication of four editions and of one reprint in eleven years, and is thoroughly deserved. It presents the subject in a clear, authoritative and concise form. If a beginner can learn from a mere description, this account will make it possible. The expert will profit from the compilation of reliable information and critical evaluation of culture techniques and media.
The fourth edition is enlarged by about 60 pages and manages to incorporate and integrate a lot of new material as well as a new chapter on the technique of massive cell culture. The rearrangement in appendices of tabulated data on synthetic media, suppliers, standard cell lines and nomenclature is a welcome innovation and improvement.
The increasing success in developing methods for the cultivation of specialized cells may expand the scope of these techniques and, as the author says, may even make possible a type of replacement therapy. If this hope is realized, interest in the subject is bound to increase. We may look forward to a fifth edition in the near future
